PUBLIC CALL | Slovenian Pavilion at the 61st Venice Biennale

INTRODUCTION

Moderna galerija is issuing a public call for the selection of a curator, author or
authors’ group, and project for the presentation in the Slovenian Pavilion at the 61st
International Art Exhibition — La Biennale di Venezia, running from 9 May to 22
November 2026.

The purpose of this call is to select a project that will be exhibited, and a project team that will
conceive, produce, and present the exhibition, in the Slovenian Pavilion at the 61st Venice
Art Biennale. The call is aimed at curators who will present their proposals for the
project and its execution.

The Venice Biennale is the oldest and most prestigious biennial exhibition of contemporary
art, held since 1895. Its aim is to present the most comprehensive overview of ideas,
themes, and projects in contemporary visual art. The Biennale offers an exceptional
opportunity for international networking, as it brings together leading-edge artists, curators,
and other creators from around the world.

Based on a decision of the Ministry of Culture of the Republic of Slovenia, Moderna galerija
has been appointed the institution responsible for preparing, organizing, and executing the
presentation of Slovenia at the 61st International Art Exhibition in Venice.

PROCEDURE AND CONDITIONS FOR PARTICIPATION IN THE CALL

Appointed institution:
Moderna galerija
Windischerjeva ulica 2
1000 Ljubljana

Email: info@mg-lj.si

Who can participate

We invite curators of projects involving artists, at least one of whom holds Slovenian
citizenship or has permanent residence in Slovenia. Applicants should be active in the field of
visual arts.

The applicant is responsible for defining and managing the authorship relationships and
rights within the group.

Members of the jury or individuals directly personally, familially, or professionally connected
to Moderna galerija are not allowed to participate.

A cooperation agreement will be signed with the selected applicant, outlining the specific
terms and deadlines for participation.

The name of the selected applicant or applicant group will be publicly announced on the
Moderna Galerija website. The organizer commits to protecting and using the collected
personal data in accordance with applicable data protection regulations and solely for the
purpose for which it was obtained, and will not disclose it to third parties without consent.
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Conditions for Application:

The proposal is to be submitted by the curator of the project.
The application must include the curator’s biography.

Applicants must be experts in the field of visual arts and have experience in
conceiving and staging international exhibitions.

Applicants must have a good command of the English language.
Applications may only be submitted in one’s own name.

The application must include an exhibition concept.

Documentation for the Application:

Title or working title of the proposed project in Slovenian in English;

Contact details of the curator (name, surname, email, telephone number, postal
address);

Description of the proposal, including the concept (no longer than 3,500 characters
with spaces) and biography(ies) of the artist(s) (up to 500 characters with spaces per
biography) both in Slovenian and English;

Written consent of all the participants in the project;
Basic technical parameters of the project;
Visual documentation of the project;
Financial plan of the project, broken down into the following categories:
o Fees,
o Travel and accommodation expenses,
o Production costs,
o Costs of external expert services,
o Transport, installation, and dismantling,

o Promotional materials.

Proposals should be submitted in one document, exclusively in electronic form via
WeTransfer, to the following address: info@ma-Ij.si (subject: "Venice Biennale 2026"). They
must not exceed 2 GB.

The committee shall assess only those proposals that meet the call’s criteria as defined
above. Incomplete or late submissions shall not be considered.

Location of the Pavilion

The Slovenian Pavilion will presumably be located in the Arsenale, on an area of
approximately 120 square meters.

The organizer La Biennale di Venezia is providing an empty exhibition space — all the
lighting, electrical wiring, and any necessary construction work must be included in the
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production costs. The venue also has no storage space — all packaging must thus be
removed or incorporated and stored within the exhibition structure.

Selection Criteria
An expert jury will consider the following criteria when evaluating the proposals:
e Originality and relevance of the proposed project;
o Clarity and coherence of the project;
o Relevance of the theme to contemporary international art discourse;
o References and experience of the applicant;

o Feasibility of the project within the given timeline and budget.

Jury Members:
e Martina Vovk, Director of Moderna galerija, Ljubljana
« Igor Spanjol, Curator, Moderna galerija, Ljubljana
e Chus Martinez, Curator and Lecturer, Basel

e Vit Havranek, Curator and Theorist, Prague

Selection Process

The project for the Slovenian presentation at the 61st International Art Exhibition, La
Biennale di Venezia, will be selected by the jury in a two-stage process:

Stage 1: Review of the submitted proposals and a shortlist (approximately 2—-5
applications),

Stage 2: Interviews with the applicants selected in the first stage, and the final selection of
the project.

The commission will evaluate only proposals that meet the application requirements, based
on predefined criteria. Incomplete or late submissions will not be considered. The
commission reserves the right to consult with external experts.

Execution of the Pavilion

In addition to production resources, Moderna galerija provides rental space in the Arsenale,
organisational, logistical, and communication management of the presentation, the
organisation of the opening, and the maintenance of the pavilion during the duration of the
biennale. The organiser's support will be more specifically defined in the contract with the
selected applicant.

Moderna galerija reserves the right to shape the budget based on the amount of funds that
will be allocated for 2026 by the Ministry of Culture's decision.

The proposers of the selected project are required to carry out the project in cooperation with
the commissioner, who confirms the stages of the project's development and execution and
manages and approves the budget.



Deadlines

The public call will be published on the Moderna galerija website.
o Publication of the call: 19 March 2025
o Deadline for submitting proposals: 5 May 2025, by 23:59
e Decision on the selected proposal: by 2 June 2025

¢ Notification to the media about the selection: by 23 June 2025

Questions and Answers

Questions regarding the call can be sent to info@ma-lj.si by April 25, 2025 (subject: "Venice
Biennale 2026").

Moderna galerija reserves the right to change the deadlines.

Notification of Selection

Moderna galerija will notify the applicants about the outcome of the call via email (to the
address provided on the application form). The decision of the expert jury is final.

Language

The official language for the call for proposals for the Slovenian Pavilion at the 61st
International Art Exhibition — La Biennale di Venezia is Slovenian. All printed and digital
materials (catalogue, brochures, exhibition texts) shall be in Slovenian and English.

The program of Moderna galerija and Slovenia’s presentation at the Venice Biennale is
funded by the Ministry of Culture of the Republic of Slovenia.
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